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Medico-chirurgical Review.
[April I remains in a state of decomposition. In this extensive range of inquiry, the moral as well as the physical facts developed, are often exceedingly loathsome, and read a lesson which we trust the Legislature will not be tardy in turning to some good account. It appears that, although the necessity of removing interments from the midst of towns is very generally admitted on various considerations, yet statements as to the innocuousness of grave-yards, are supported by the general testimony " of a number of medical witnesses of high professional position, by whom it is alleged that the emanations from decomposing human remains do not produce specific disease, and further, that they are not generally injurious." It is justly observed, that the practical consequences of these doctrines extend beyond the present question, and are so important in their effects on the sanitary economy of all towns, as to require and demand careful investigation of the facts on which they are founded.
The first part of the Report is therefore devoted to the examination of the evidence for and against these conclusions, in order to determine the question of the healthiness or unhealthiness of inter-mural interments, in which an effort is made to trace the distinct effects produced by emanations from bodies in a state of decay and putrefaction.
The inquiry is subsequently carried forward to determine the injuries to the health of the survivors occasioned by the delay of interments, in which the moral evils produced by the practice are powerfully brought out.
The remainder of the Report, although highly interesting, is less within our province, as it relates chiefly to the expenses of burial proving a pregnant cause of delay?to the remedies proposed to obviate the evil, with lengthened details as to the practicability of ensuring for-the public superior interments at greatly reduced expenses: enforced by examples of what has been effected in Germany, France, and America, by successful legislation for the improvement of the practice of interment?and, lastly, to the result of experience in respect to sites of places of burial, the sanitary precautions necessary in respect to them, and the extent of burial-grounds at present existing in the Metropolis.
The concluding sections are devoted to a consideration of the moral influences of seclusion from thronged places and of decorative improvements in national cemeteries, and the necessity and nature of the superior agency requisite for private and public protection in respect to interments ; in which is included, a scheme for the appointment of a staff of ten inspectors of public health, varying in rank and emolument from that of inspector-general of hospitals in the army and fleet, to that of regimental surgeons.
In the Appendix will also be found much valuable evidence on the regulations in force at Munich and Frankfort; on the existing defective arrangements for the verification of causes of death; on cases of infanticide committed partly for the sake of burial money ; and a view of the extent of intra-mural burial-ground provided, as compared with the extent of extra-mural burial-ground required for the metropolis, &c.
With this short summary of the general scope and bearing of the Report we may now address ourselves more especially to the evidence on the effects produced by emanations 
